
The Director
Sergiy Bukovsky 
Born in 1960 in Bashkiriia, the autonomous republic of the for-
mer Soviet Union. Sergiy Bukovsky studied directing at the 
film department of the Karpenko-Karyi Kiev State Institute of 
Theatrical Arts and then worked at the Ukrainian documentary 
studio for more than 10 years. In 1995-1998 Bukovsky hea-
ded the TV and documentary film department of “Internews 
Network Ukraine”. During his 25-year film career, Sergiy Buko-
vsky has made more than 50 documentary and fiction films. 
Some of them have received awards at prestigious film festi-
vals. Among them:“Tomorrow is a Holiday” (1987), The Hyphen 
(1992), War: The Ukrainian Account (2003, 9-part series), The  
Living (2008). 

THE AUTHORS 
GyOrgy Dalos 

Hungarian historian, writer and journalist. In 1968, György Dalos 
was given a suspended prison sentence in a political trial and 
was banned from publishing. Since 1984, he has been working in 
Vienna, Budapest and Berlin. Author of over 20 books including Der 
Vorhang geht auf - Das Ende der Diktaturen in Osteuropa (2009), 
Die Balaton-Brigade (2006), 1956. Der Aufstand in Ungarn 
(2006), Die Reise nach Sachalin (2001), Proletarier aller Länder, 

entschuldigt mich! Ende des Ostblockwitzes (1993).

Jean-FranCois Colosimo 
French writer and publisher, Head of CNRS Editions, Jean-Fran-
çois Colosimo regularly collaborates with Le Figaro, France 5, 
Radio France. Author of Le jour de la Colère (Lattès, 2000), and 
L’Apocalypse Russe (Fayard, 2008). He was the co-author of 
several documentary films: The Cities of God (4 x 52’, France 3,  
2000), Le temps des juges (2 x 52’, France 3, 2002), Iran,  

A Hundred-Year War (90’, Arte, 2008).

PRODUCTION
”FAREWELL, COMRADES!” fully associates Arte’s three branches, 
Arte France, Arte GEIE, and Arte Deutschland / ZDF, together 
with YLE (Finland) and coproducers Artline Films (France) and 
Gebrüder Beetz (Germany). 
The series ”FAREWELL, COMRADES!” will be of global historical 
importance. A dense network of eight independent Eastern 
European coproducers makes ”FAREWELL, COMRADES!” a truly 

European project:

Agitprop (Bulgaria), Allfilm (Estonia), Bestafilm (Po-
land), Havas Films, HiFilm productions (Romania), 
Hypermarket Film (Czech Republic), Sergiy Bukovs-
ky and Mark Edwards (Ukraine), Trigon Production 
(Slovakia)

How the biggest utopia of the 20th century collapsed…

A 6x52’ documentary series

in coproduction with 
Arte France, Arte G.E.I.E., ZDF Arte, YLE

present

and

Artline Films
Executive producer : Olivier Mille
101 rue Saint-Dominique F-75007 Paris - France
T +33 (0)1 45 55 14 19
F +33 (0)1 45 55 18 47

www.artlinefilms.com

Gebrüder Beetz Filmproduktion
Executive producer : Christian Beetz 
Cäsarstraße 58 - 50968 Köln - Germany
T +49 (0) 221 397 96 96  
F +49 (0) 221 349 09 11
Berlin Office : T +49 30 69566918
www.beetz-brothers.de

6x52’ – HD  

December 1991: The Soviet head of state, Mikhail Gorbachev, holds long-distance calls with 

political leaders from the Western world. Shortly after, Gorbachev speaks on television, stating: 

“Hereby I quit my position as President of the USSR.“

It is quite an unexpected  finale for the grandiose communist vision of the “new era” that 

kept the world busy since the October revolution in 1917. Only in 1975 the utopia see-

med more concrete than ever: the communist world reached the peak of its geographical  

expansion, controlling or influencing almost half of the planet’s population.

But why did the Soviet Empire collapse after a 16-year countdown? What forces were there behind 

the creeping erosion and the sudden disintegration? Why could no one foresee the unthinkable?

For the first time, this story is told chronologically, across the borders of the involved 

countries and from within these countries: by the people who were there, who lived 

through it, who made it happen. 

Produced in collaboration with Eastern European writers, directors and coproducers, this  

European saga will be launched in 2011 on television, the Internet, and in print.
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Delivery Summer 2011 
www.adieucamarades.tv
www.farewellcomrades.tv

with the support of the MEDIA 
Programme of the European Union






